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IN THE UNITEU STATES PATENT AND TRAftEMAKK OFFICE 



In k*e Appllcatioii of Broker et 



Serisi Nmnbfin 



August 2| 20Q1 



09/9J9,7M 



) 

) Art Unit: 2173 
) 

) Emnlnei-i T. HaQu 
) 

) Atty Docket: BROOD9-I^ 



Fori X&formatioii Dlsplny tSystetn for an Appllaneelacoitkoratiiig 
Electronic Interface Scroflit 



AFFIDAVIT SUBMnXED UNDSR 37 CFR 1.131 



Coknbil5Sf o&er for PateSAt^ 
P.O. Bo^ 1450 
Alej:audria,VA 22313^1450 



Sir: 



We, Jdho F» Broknr, Douglas W. Ofurdncr., Aim V, Noubauer, Brian Lw Kess aiu] 
Kim Wright arc the Inventors ibr th6 Ynformatton Display System far an .^^pliotiae 
Tncorporatmg Blectronic: Hitor&ce Sciecii as covered by tho fibovc*ide!ntifiod VS^ patent 
epplication whioh was filed on August 2, 20U1 . Tho invfiniioo wss corxof^vod &t lea^ as 
early fits May 2000 &5 evidcijiced by the attached Inveation diaolosure form. Both fhc 
proseat invention and the intctaotive oonlrol aystem for r laundjty ^>plianco bs forth in 
UJS- Patenit No, 6»S02|26S ara ownod ly ^ same aKsignce eod vrexe diliecastly tyorkcd 
on in ccsimedtion with the prodikctton (ptodoctioxi to practioe) of a common washuig 
niacliiii& that went into produotiDn on September 22, 200Q. 

We hereby declare that all Etatements made herein of our oym knowledge cuno trcus 
and that all slatcmcnis soBdo ou information and beUcf aie bolioved to be truo; and furttier 
tliat these statements V^ere mado with Cba Jcftowlcdgc that willfbl fialse statements and the 
like 90 made ere punishable by fine or imprisonment, or botli, under section /OOl 
18 of the United States Cade and that such willful ftls^ siatemeots may jcepaxdiaa the 
validify of the application or any patent ifisued theieon. 
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AfSdavit Submitted VnAtr 37 CJJL 1.131 
SeriaJ ISO. 09/919,794 
Page 2 



JSohaF. Broker 

fil i:^ Weat fiOi* Street South 
Co1tiix.IA 50054 



~ ' Douglas W. Go^oer 



1 640 March Avemie 
Vpwton.TA 50208 



Pat.: JJ.IL/ZM 
0 




913 Smith g* Avcanie West 
Nt^D. lA 5;0208 



Date: ^ IL D/W^ ^t^ti ^m<t^ 

7 Bnea)L.Ni!;ss 



yaVWon-IA 50208 



Data: ^^1^ lU^AOO * ^^^^t^^'^'^ 
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DISCLOSURE OF IDEA MAYTAG 



DISCLOSURE NO. 3 94 4 
ORIGINATED AT Newton 

PLEASE COMPLETE AND SIGN. THEN FORWARD TO THE PATENT ADMINISTRATOR 

1. TITLE OF IDEA 

Method for presenting information on LCD screen 

2. NMIE(S) OF PERSON(S) MAKING DISCLOSURE 
Doug Gardner, John Broker, Kim Wright, Brian Ness 

3. DATE OF CONCEPTION OF IDEA 
May 2000 

4. OBJECT AND DESCRIPTION OF IDEA 

On the LCD washer/dryer, in servrce mode; there is a flood of Information that needs to be presented to the user 
It IS sometimes difficult to present all Information in a coherent manner. In the example shown below imagine for 
a second, that the "open" boxes contain a multitude of information. AU this Infomiation is important to the ser>^er. 
At a glance the servicer can see all the Information they need to diagnose the machine. However, this short form 
of infomnation is quite often not enough to fully understand and solve the problem. To get more detailed 
information, the user presses a button that "blows up" the amount of infomnation to a full screen view See 
example below. 

What IS neat, new and different: 

1) The Idea of presenting the infomiatlon on a screen, segregrated into related groupings so that It Is easier for the 
user to find quick, relevant infonmation. 

2) The idea of pressing a button - whether part of the touch-screen LCD or on a fixed, off-screen button - and 
having addlttonal. more detailed information on that topic fill the screen. 

5. DRAWING OR DIAGRAM 



/ ■ ■ — ■ 






erTDT axles hefpoode^ 

03 07 03 

04 12 6s 
07 J7 







A. 



error oodles 

03 Slow nil detection Occurred 4 eye ^ »go 

04 dM not ^ OCCURRED 55 cycles agn 
or cuicTTbalance OCCURRED 102 cycles w 
07 Dv/t of balance OCCURRB) 103 cycles dco 
12 door aldnot lock OCCURRED lO? cycles ago 
17 no draki oco^RRED ZZO cycte dgo 



help oodGS 

03 suds cycle OCOJRFtED 2 cycles aQD 
63 wy m setec teQ but never ftxsiec n wasn 
OCCUrV^ 78 cycles ago 
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6. 



PRIOR ART 
n/a 



8. 



10. 



11, 



USE OF IDEA 

all appliances having a flexible display; like the NCN washer and dryer. 

DISCLOSURE TO OTHERS 
DeAmertek 

PRODUCTION USE ^ 

This will go into production in September 2000, It would have been available to be seen by the public at the ia 

State Fair. 

WITNESSES (Persons to whom the idea has been disclosed, who understand it, and have read the disclosure,) 
EXPI-AINED TO AND UNDERSTOOD BY ME: 



Jeff Buftifi^ 



Date o1 First Date of /Signature of 

Disclosure Signature Witness 



Name of Witness 
(Printed or Typed) 

SIGNATURE(S) OF INVENTOR(S) ^ u * • 

[By signing below I indicate that I believe that I am an inventor of the above-disdosed invention and that it is 
assignable to Maytag Corportation.] 



m4 



Name of Inventor 
(Printed or Typed) 



3M 

oSteol^ 



y ^JWo — 

Signature of lnventor(s) 



Noted: _£ 



Signature 

n "yCC "//t i L □ - Discfosure Review Committee refer to Concept Team 



Cv ci 
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